REMARKS 



Favorable reconsideration is respectfully requested. 
The claims are 1-7. 

The above amendment is responsive to points set forth in Official Action paragraphs 3 to 

5. 

Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Nitta et al. (U.S. 
5,945,517). 

This rejection is respectfully traversed. 

In reply to the Examiner's helpful suggestion in "Response to Arguments 55 in paragraph 
10, that an Affidavit or Declaration must be filed to support the arguments filed on October 6, 
2003 in the parent application on the inoperability of the prior art relative to the rate of film 
thickness reduction, submitted herewith is a Rule 132 Declaration by Mr. K. Nitta, the third- 
named inventor herein, which supports the unobviousness of the claimed rate of the film thickness 
reduction. 

From this Declaration, it is evident that the rate of film thickness reduction presently 
recited was not possessed by any of the nine inventive examples and three comparative examples 
ofNitta. 

Applicants calculated the rate of film thickness reduction in the examples in Nitta to obtain 
a value of 0.23 nm/second, compared to 0.15 to 0.20 nm/second presently recited. 

Nor is there any suggestion in Nitta to employ the presently recited rate of film thickness 
reduction. 

In view of the foregoing, it is apparent that Nitta neither discloses nor suggests the present 

claims. 

Turning to the rejection on double patenting of claims 1-7 over claims 1 and 9-20 of 
copending application Serial No. 09/939,842, there is submitted herewith a Terminal Disclaimer 
disclaiming the terminal portion of any patent maturing from the present application which 
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extends beyond the expiration date of any patent maturing from Applicants' copending 
application. 

No further issues remaining, allowance of this application is respectfully requested. 
If the Examiner has any comments or proposals for expediting prosecution, please contact 
undersigned at the telephone number below. 



MJ/da 

Washington, D.C. 20006-1021 
Telephone (202) 721-8200 
Facsimile (202) 721-8250 
June 4, 2004 



Respectfully submitted, 



Satoshi MAEMORI et al. 




Matthew M. Jacob 
Registration No. 25,154 
Attorney for Applicants 



